
Activists calling for California to honor South Vietnam 
 

http://epaper.ocregister.com/Olive/ODE/OCWGardenGroveJournal/  
 

BY CHRIS HAIRE  

OC Register Staff Writer  

 

   There is an effort in the Little Saigon community to get officials in Sacramento to follow the 

lead of Garden Grove, Westminster and Santa Ana and proclaim Oct. 26 to be Republic of 

Vietnam Day.  

 

   The constitution of the Republic of Vietnam, also known as South Vietnam, went into effect on 

Oct. 26, 1955, and Garden Grove resident Lac Tan Nguyen is leading the coalition of Orange 

County activists to get that day memorialized by the California Legislature.  

 

   Though these types of resolutions are largely symbolic, Vietnamese American activists say that 

having such a day would show that officials are empathetic to the pain still felt by one of the 

most prominent ethnic communities in California. After the 20-year Vietnam War ended in 1975, 

many South Vietnamese fled and settled in California, with the two largest concentrations of 

Vietnamese residing in Little Saigon and in San Jose.  

 

   “We are asking the state to recognize the just cause of the Republic of Vietnam,” Nguyen said. 

“After 40 years, it’s time to ask local and state officials to recognize and memorialize the 

sacrifices of the (Vietnamese) people.”  

 

   Garden Grove Mayor Bao Nguyen, whose city passed a similar resolution in 2014 about a 

month before he won his election, said it would be “wonderful” if California made Oct. 26 

Republic of Vietnam Day, but he added he would like to see more action to meet the needs of the 

community.  

 

   “I think people would be happy, but it’s just another resolution,” he said. “If they really wanted 

to recognize the community, the Legislature would do something real. What about the youth or 

the discrepancy in health care?”  

 

   Leaders of the Steering Committee for Republic of Vietnam Day Resolution also are asking 

San Jose and several Orange County cities near Little Saigon, including Anaheim, Stanton, 

Irvine and Fountain Valley, for similar proclamations.  

 

   “As a Vietnamese refugee who fled Vietnam on a wooden boat across the South Asia Sea, I 

personally understand the struggle that the Vietnamese people have endured since the fall of 

Saigon,” Sen. Janet Nguyen, R-Garden Grove, said in a statement. “Consequently, I will review 

the proposal once we get an official request.”  
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   State officials are being asked to declare Oct. 26 as Republic of Vietnam Day. The South 

Vietnam flag is often flown at community events in Little Saigon.  
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Bài báo trên đã được đưa lên trang mạng: www.ngayvietnamconghoa.wordpress.com của 

UBVĐNQNVNCH. 
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